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Message from the Principal 
 

At Ripley Valley State Secondary College, we provide innovative educational opportunities for your 
child by employing high quality, evidence-based teaching practices that focus on success for every 
student. To achieve this, we collaboratively work with students, staff and community members to 
create multiple pathways for all learners. Our ways of working encompass new technologies with our 
one to one laptops and digital resources alongside the essential skills of paper-based learning, this 
reflects the workplace demands of our ever-changing society. Our curriculum offerings align with the 
Australian Curriculum and Queensland Senior Syllabuses. We are innovative in the way we enact 
curriculum by focussing on the skills that are required to seamlessly transition through high school 
and into adulthood. 

The Junior Secondary Phase of Learning offers the opportunity for your child’s education to expand 
outside the core subjects of English, Mathematics, Science and History and allows them the 
opportunity to experience specialist subjects with specialist teachers so that they can find their 
passion for future pathways in the Senior Phase of Learning. We ensure that all students experience 
the full range of Australian Curriculum Electives across Years 7 and 8, and in Year 9 students are 
offered their first opportunity to select elective courses of study. 

This Handbook will provide you with an overview of all the subjects that are studied across Years 7 -
9. If you require additional information, I encourage you to contact the relevant staff via the contact 
details located on our College website. Our school motto “Achieving Excellence Together” reflects 
our school’s vision and your involvement in many aspects of your child’s education. I encourage you 
to talk with your child about their learning and academic progress so that they can achieve to the 
best of their ability.  

As Principal, I look forward to working with you, your child and our talented team to ensure that your 
child achieves to the best of their potential. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Brendan Krueger 

Foundation Principal  
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Curriculum Overview 
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

CORE SUBJECTS 

English English English 

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics 

Science Science Science 

Health and Physical Education  

(1 Semester) 

Health and Physical Education  

(1 Semester) 

Health and Physical Education  

(2 x 70 minutes lessons) 

Humanities and Social Sciences  

(1 Semester) 

Humanities and Social Sciences  

(1 Semester) 

History (1 Semester) 

Geography (1 Term) 

Economics and Business (1 Term) 

SPECIALIST SUBJECTS (1 Semester) 

Dance Drama Students select 4 specialist 
subjects/electives from the 
following: 

Digital Technologies  Visual Arts Dance 

Design and Technologies Media Arts Engineering Principals and 
Systems 

Music Food Specialisations Design and Technologies 

Japanese * see note on page 48 Japanese * see note on page 49 Drama 

eSports 

Excellence Programs:  Fashion 

*IGNITE Academic Excellence 

*Futsal/Football Academy 

Commencing with Year 7 in 2022 

 Food Specialisations 

Ignite 

Japanese 

  Media Arts 

*Instrumental Music is offered to students in all year levels 

 

Music  

Music Industries 

 Visual Arts 

Digital Technologies 

Health, Sport & Exercise Science 
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Dance - Year 7 SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Year 7 Dance explores the elements of dance through the style of Popular Dance. Throughout the unit students 
will learn and perform a teacher devised routine in the given style demonstrating technical and expressive 
skills. They will analyse and evaluate the components through responding to dance works. Students will 
choreograph their own routine through the selection and manipulation of the components and perform it for 
an audience. 
 
Key Skills  
• Demonstrate an understanding of dance concepts and skills  
• Apply literacy skills  
• Organise and apply the dance components 
• Analyse and interpret dance components  
• Apply technical skills to performances 
• Realise meaning through expressive skills  
• Create dance to communicate meaning  
• Interpret and evaluate dance, justifying the use of dance components  
 
Topics Studied   
Popular Dance  
• Combine elements of dance and improvise by making literal movements into abstract 

movements 
• Develop their choreographic intent by applying the elements of dance to select and 

organise movement 
• Practise and refine technical skills in style-specific techniques 
• Structure dances using choreographic devices and form 
• Rehearse and perform focusing on expressive skills appropriate to style and/or choreographic 

intent 
• Analyse how choreographers use elements of dance and production elements to communicate 

intent 
• Identify and connect specific features and purposes of dance from contemporary and past times 

to explore viewpoints and enrich their dance-making 
  
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making (performance and choreography) and Responding. For all Making 
tasks students are required to perform in small groups in front of an audience. Students are assessed 
individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Making Task – Performance: teacher taught popular dance routine  
• Making Task – Choreography: student devised popular routine  
• Responding task – in class short answer exam  
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Dance - Year 9 SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Dance fosters creative and expressive communication. It uses the body as an instrument for 
expression and communication of ideas. It provides opportunities for students to critically examine 
and reflect on their world through higher order thinking and movement. It encourages the holistic 
development of a person, providing a way of knowing about oneself, others and the world.  
  
Dance is a course of study that introduces students to two main areas: making and responding. It 
gives students the opportunity to practise and refine technical skills in the Contemporary genre whilst 
exploring personal style.   
 
Key Skills  
• Demonstrate an understanding of dance concepts and skills  
• Apply literacy skills  
• Organise and apply the dance concepts  
• Analyse and interpret dance concepts and skills  
• Apply technical skills  
• Realise meaning through expressive skills  
• Create dance to communicate meaning  
• Evaluate dance, justifying the use of dance concepts and skills  
 
Topics Studied   
Contemporary Dance  
• Improvise to find new movement possibilities and explore personal style by combining elements 

of dance  
• Manipulate combinations of the elements of dance and choreographic devices to communicate 

their choreographic intent  
• Practise and refine technical skills to develop proficiency in genre- and style-specific techniques  
• Structure dances using movement motifs, choreographic devices and form  
• Perform dances using genre- and style-specific techniques and expressive skills to communicate 

a choreographer's intent  
• Evaluate their own choreography and performance, and that of others to inform and refine future 

work  
  
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making (performance and choreography) and Responding. For all Making 
tasks students are required to perform in small groups in front of an audience. Students are assessed 
individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Making Task – Performance: teacher taught contemporary routine  
• Making Task – Choreography: student devised contemporary routine  
• Responding task – extended written response to a Contemporary Dance work  
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Design and Technologies – Year 7 SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Year 7 Design Technology builds on creative solutions to develop enterprising and innovative 
individuals with the ability to make discerning decisions concerning the development, use and impact 
of technologies. A variety of delivery mediums will be utilised in order to create a product where 
engineering problem-solving process involves the practical application of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) knowledge for students to work independently and 
collaboratively to solve complex, open-ended problems. Students engage the design process to 
generate and develop ideas and critically evaluate them against design criteria. Students must make 
ethical decisions and consider aesthetics, functionality, sustainability and the suitability of materials 
to ensure their ideas meet the requirements of the client or design problem. Students will 
communicate ideas through the use of sketching, low fidelity and rapid digital prototyping. They use 
a mixture of all three of these processes to articulate their ideas to the clients in the form of a pitch 
or visual presentation. 
 
Key Skills  
• Describe design problems and design criteria   
• Represent ideas, design concepts and design information using drawing and low-fidelity 

prototyping   
• Analyse needs, wants and opportunities using data   
• Devise ideas in response to design problems   
• Synthesise ideas and design information to propose design concepts   
• Evaluate ideas and design concepts to make refinements   
• Make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions 

for particular purposes and contexts.  
 
Topics Studied   
Lolly Machine  
Students will experience design concepts and design processes, understanding how things work. 
This unit focuses on developing understanding around introductory principles in mechanics and 
technology application. Students will be able to recognise, describe and solve problems, using 
engineering fundamentals. 
 
 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Practical demonstrations and Appraising (responding to and reflecting). 
Students are assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Design Challenge Folio and Practical Product   
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Engineering Principals and Systems – Year 9 SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Design and Engineering Technology includes the study of mechanics, materials and control 
technologies through real-world engineering contexts where students engage in problem-based 
learning. Students will focus on the application of design thinking to envisage creative products, 
services and environments in response to human needs, wants and opportunities. Designing is a 
complex and sophisticated form of problem-solving that uses divergent and convergent thinking 
strategies that can be practised and improved. Students learn how design and engineering has 
influenced the economic, social and cultural environment in which they live. Collaboration, 
teamwork and communication are crucial skills needed to work in design teams and liaise with 
stakeholders. In this subject, students will develop digital literacy specifically around 
Computer Aided Design (CAD). They will use Adobe and Autodesk software to problem solve with 
opportunities to prototype utilising advancing technologies such as the Laser cutter and 3D printer to 
solve real-world challenges.   
 
Key Skills  
• Describe design problems and design criteria   
• Represent ideas, design concepts and design information using drawing and low-fidelity 

prototyping   
• Analyse needs, wants and opportunities using data   
• Devise ideas in response to design problems   
• Synthesise ideas and design information to propose design concepts   
• Evaluate ideas and design concepts to make refinements   
• Make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions 

for particular purposes and contexts.  
 
Topics Studied   
• Design in Practice – Students will experience design concepts and design processes, 

understanding the elements and principles of design and design styles. They will 
produce several different digital designs using Adobe software, while developing basic sketching 
and visual communication skills. Students will explore sustainable design opportunities, using 
design thinking to redesign and create a prototype for a lighting solution.    

• Aerodynamics Engineering – Students will work in teams to problem-solve an Engineering 
challenge. They will learn processes and forms of engineering communication using Autodesk 
Inventor and emerging technologies.   

 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Practical demonstrations and Appraising (responding to and reflecting). 
Students are assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Design Challenge Folio and Practical Product   
• Examination   
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Design and Technologies – Year 9 SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Manufacturing actively engages students in creating quality designed solutions for identified needs 
and opportunities across a range of technologies contexts including Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
and Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAM).   
 
Students manage projects independently and collaboratively from conception to realisation. They 
apply safe practices and workshop processes to investigate ideas, generate and refine ideas, plan, 
and produce and evaluate designed solutions.   
 
They develop a sense of pride, satisfaction and enjoyment from their ability to develop innovatively 
designed products using wood, plastic and metal.  
  
Key Skills  
• Investigate, design, plan, manage, create and evaluate solutions  
• Understand how technologies have emerged over time  
• Make informed and ethical decisions about the role, impact and use of technologies in the 

economy, environment and society for a sustainable future  
• Engage confidently with and responsibly select and manipulate appropriate technologies – 

materials, data, systems, components, tools and equipment – when designing and creating 
solutions  

• Critique, analyse and evaluate problems, needs or opportunities to identify and create solutions  
• Evaluate ideas and design concepts to make refinements   
 
Topics Studied   
• Take a Seat-Students will learn traditional wood working skills to create a stool. They will then 

compare this with the use of CAD& CAM to create a flat pack designed stool. Students will 
understand safety and procedures in the workshop using advanced manufacturing and traditional 
wood working.  
  

• Like a Guitar only Cooler- In this unit students will build a Ukulele. During this project they will 
develop skills in CAD & CAM, creating working drawings and adding design elements to their 
project. They will then follow workshop procedures using wood, plastic and metal to create their 
Ukulele.  

 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Appraising (responding to and reflecting on artworks). Students 
are assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Practical Product   
• Portfolio & written critique  
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Drama – Year 8 SPECIALIST 

Subject Overview  
In year 8 Drama, students explore, depict, and celebrate human experience by imagining and representing 
other people through live enactment. Drama is a collaborative art combining physical, verbal, visual and aural 
dimensions through the genre of Children’s Theatre. They form and create scripts and works of their own 
which they will rehearse and then perform in front of an audience. Students will respond to develop an 
understanding of the performer/audience relationship. 
  
Key Skills  
Students will be engaged in the following:   

• build on their understanding of role, character and relationships 
• use voice and movement to sustain character and situation 
• use focus, tension, space and time to enhance drama 
• incorporate language and ideas and use devices such as dramatic symbol to create dramatic action 

and extend mood and atmosphere in performance 
• shape drama for audiences using narrative and non-narrative dramatic forms and production 

elements 
• draw on drama from a range of cultures, times and locations as they experience drama 
• explore the drama and influences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples and those of the 

Asia region 
• learn that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have converted oral records to other 

technologies 
• learn that over time there has been further development of different traditional and contemporary 

styles of drama, including contemporary styles developed by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
dramatists, as they explore drama forms 

• explore meaning and interpretation, forms and elements including voice, movement, situation, space 
and time, and tension as they make and respond to drama 

• consider social, cultural and historical influences of drama 
• evaluate the directors' intentions and expressive skills used by actors in drama they view and perform 
• maintain safety in dramatic play and in interaction with other actors 
• build on their understanding from previous bands of the roles of artists and audiences as they engage 

with more diverse performances. 

Topics Studied   
• Students explore different conventions, focusing on performance and creating skills in the genre of 

Children’s Theatre. They work as an ensemble, building their performance skills. They also explore script 
writing, improvisation and the elements of drama.   

 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Responding. For performing tasks students are required to perform in 
small groups in front of an audience. Students are assessed individually and objectively according to the task 
and criteria.  
• Making Task – Forming: script writing – Children’s Theatre  
• Making Task – Performing: student or teacher devised Children’s Theatre scene  
• Responding task –written response to a Dramatic work 
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Drama – Year 9 SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Drama fosters creative and expressive communication. It interrogates the human experience by 
investigating, communicating and embodying stories, experiences, emotions and ideas that reflect 
the human experience. It engages students in imaginative meaning-making processes and involves 
them using a range of artistic skills as they make and respond to dramatic works.   
  
In this course of study students will be focusing on script writing, performing and responding to works 
in the Soap Opera genre. Students will have opportunities to perform in front of live audiences, 
develop and refine their acting skill set whilst also reflecting on their own and others performances.   
  
Key Skills  
Students will be engaged in the following:   
• Demonstrate an understanding of dramatic languages  
• Apply literacy skills  
• Apply and structure dramatic languages  
• Analyse how dramatic languages are used to create dramatic action and meaning  
• Interpret purpose, context and text to communicate dramatic meaning  
• Manipulate dramatic languages to create dramatic action and meaning  
• Evaluate and justify the use of dramatic languages to communicate dramatic meaning  
• Synthesise and argue a position about dramatic action and meaning  
 
Topics Studied   
• Students explore different conventions, focusing on performance and creating skills. They work 

as an ensemble, building their skills of physical theatre and performance. They also explore script 
writing, improvisation and the elements of drama.   

• In the second unit the focus is on using elements of drama and performance skills in a 
transformation of the original text to a modern-day context. They revise and enhance their 
performance skills, presenting as a pair or small group.   

 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Responding. For all Making tasks students are required to 
perform in small groups in front of an audience. Students are assessed individually and objectively 
according to the task and criteria.  
• Making Task – Forming: script writing – Soap Opera  
• Making Task – Performing: student or teacher devised Soap Opera scene  
• Responding task –written response to a Dramatic work 

  



Ripley Valley State Secondary College  Page 13 of 59 
 

  
Fashion – Year 9 SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Fashion is a course of study that introduces students to design principles that are industry based. 
Students will complete a range of activities including fashion design, pattern development, garment 
construction, project management, 2D and 3D imaging, and the history, culture and theory of 
design.  
 
Key Skills  
• Recognise and describe textile facts and principles  
• Analyse problems, information and data  
• Determine solution requirements and criteria  
• Synthesise information and data to develop ideas for solutions  
• Generate solutions to provide data to determine the feasibility of the solution  
• Evaluate and refine ideas and solutions to make justified recommendations for enhancement  
• Make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions 

for particular purposes and contexts.  
 
Topics Studied 
Let’s Sew!   
• Understand the use of the design process to solve design challenges  
• Demonstrating textile design and decoration techniques  
• Mastering basic textile construction techniques  
• Following written instructions   
• Organising time and resources to produce practical products  
  
Sweet Dreams!  
• Using fashion drawing and illustration programmes  
• Designing a fashion brand/logo  
• Adapting fabric patterns   
• Constructing a fashion garment  
• Analysing fabrics for suitability for use  
• Researching designers and fashion labels and their thoughts on sustainability practises.  
 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Appraising (responding to and reflecting). Students are 
assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Design Challenge Folio and Practical Product   
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Food Specialisations – Year 8 SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Food Studies is a course of study that introduces students to food and nutrition themes that are 
industry based. Students will complete a range of activities including practical cookery, kitchen safety 
and hygiene, recipe and menu selection, food preparation and service. The study of nutrition is an 
important aspect of the course and covers the healthy eating pyramid, analysing dietary intake and 
appropriate food and menu selection.  

 
Key Skills  
• Recognise and describe food and nutrition facts and principles   
• Explain food and nutrition ideas and problems   
• Analyse problems, information and data   
• Determine solution requirements and criteria   
• Synthesise information and data to develop ideas for solutions   
• Generate solutions to provide data to determine the feasibility of the solution   
• Evaluate and refine ideas and solutions to make justified recommendations for enhancement   
• Make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions 

for particular purposes and contexts.  

 
Topics Studied 
Let’s eat!   
Students will learn about: 
• the use of the design process to solve design challenges   
• understanding basic nutrition and the role of a healthy diet   
• mastering basic skills and techniques in the kitchen   
• following recipes and WHS guidelines   
• organising time and resources to produce practical products  

  
Let’s Eat Something New! 
Students will learn about: 
• using nutritional knowledge to promote good health   
• adapting recipes to suit specific clients and their needs   
• promotion of safe practices and hygiene in the kitchen   
• understanding the science behind nutrition, sensory properties and safety characteristics  
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Appraising (responding to and reflecting). Students are 
assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Design Challenge Folio and Practical Product   
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Food Specialisations – Year 9 SPECIALIST 

Subject Overview  
Food Technology is a course of study that introduces students to food and nutrition themes that are industry 
based. Students will complete a range of activities including practical cookery, kitchen safety and hygiene, 
recipe and menu selection, food preparation and service. The study of nutrition is an important aspect of the 
course and covers the healthy eating pyramid, analysing dietary intake and appropriate food and menu 
selection.  
Key Skills  
• Recognise and describe food and nutrition facts and principles   
• Explain food and nutrition ideas and problems   
• Analyse problems, information and data   
• Determine solution requirements and criteria   
• Synthesise information and data to develop ideas for solutions   
• Generate solutions to provide data to determine the feasibility of the solution   
• Evaluate and refine ideas and solutions to make justified recommendations for enhancement   
• Make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions for particular 

purposes and contexts.  
 
Topics Studied 
Is it Good For Me? 
Students will learn about: 
• functions of food in the body 
• digestion 
• function and sources of food components 
• nutritional needs 
• factors affecting food habits 
• nutritional implications of food consumption patterns 
• response to nutritional levels 
• application of food guides 
Live Well, Eat Well 
Students will learn about: 
• food nutrient groups and fibre 
• foods developed to enhance health 
• over- and undernutrition, including anorexia 
• food consumption in Australia 
• influences on food selection 
• national guideline for healthy eating, including nutrition and labelling 
• nutritional requirements of different stages of the life cycle 
• selection of nutritious foods. 
 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Appraising (responding to and reflecting). Students are assessed 
individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Design Challenge Folio and Practical Product   
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Media Arts – Year 8  SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Students identify and analyse how representations of social values and points of view are portrayed 
in a local indigenous legend, and then through media artworks they make, distribute and view. They 
evaluate how they and other makers and users of media artworks from different cultures, times and 
places use genre and media conventions and technical and symbolic elements to make meaning 
within their animations. They identify and analyse the social and ethical responsibility of the makers 
and users of media artworks through the design of their setting and characters.  
  
Students produce representations of social values and points of view in their artwork for a school 
audience and context. They use genre and media conventions and shape technical and symbolic 
elements for specific purposes and meaning. They collaborate with others in the design and 
production of their animations, and control equipment and technologies to achieve their intentions. 
 
Key Skills  
• Experiment with ideas and stories that manipulate media conventions and genres to construct 

new and alternative points of view through images, sounds and text  
• Manipulate media representations  
• Develop and refine media production skills  
• Plan and design media artworks for a range of purposes that challenge the expectations of specific 

audiences  
• Produce and distribute media artworks for a range of community and institutional contexts and 

consider social, ethical and regulatory issues  
• Evaluate how technical and symbolic elements are manipulated in media artworks  
• Analyse a range of media artworks from contemporary and past times to explore differing 

viewpoints  
 
Topics Studied   
• Story Telling - Students will learn the art of storytelling in short time frames as well as learning 

industry standard storyboarding techniques.  
• Animation -  Students will explore stop animation to developing project  
 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Responding. Students are assessed individually and objectively 
according to the task and criteria.  
• Project  
• Portfolio & written critique  
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Media Arts – Year 9  SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Students use communications technologies to creatively explore, make and interpret stories about 
people, ideas and the world around them. They engage their senses, imagination and intellect 
through media artworks that respond to diverse cultural, social and organisational influences on 
communications practices today. Students focus on persuasion and manipulation techniques found 
in advertising.   
  
Students develop a respect for diverse perspectives and a critical awareness of the expressive, 
functional and creative potential of moving-image media in a diverse range of global contexts. They 
develop knowledge and skills in creative thinking, communication, collaboration, planning, critical 
analysis, and digital and ethical citizenship.  
 
Key Skills  
• Experiment with ideas and stories that manipulate media conventions and genres to construct 

new and alternative points of view through images, sounds and text  
• Manipulate media representations  
• Develop and refine media production skills  
• Plan and design media artworks for a range of purposes that challenge the expectations of specific 

audiences  
• Produce and distribute media artworks for a range of community and institutional contexts and 

consider social, ethical and regulatory issues  
• Evaluate how technical and symbolic elements are manipulated in media artworks  
• Analyse a range of media artworks from contemporary and past times to explore differing 

viewpoints  
 
Topics Studied   
• Advertising and Photography - Students will engage in contemporary forms of communication 

and various forms of media advertising. They will study photography to developing their critical 
and creative thinking and experiment with designing and creating their 
own photographic advertising campaign using Adobe software.   

• Movie Trailer - Students will learn the art of storytelling in short time frames as well as learning 
industry standard storyboarding techniques.  

 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Responding. Students are assessed individually and objectively 
according to the task and criteria.  
• Project  
• Portfolio & written critique  
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Music – Year 7  SPECIALIST 

 

Subject Overview  
Students learn how to identify and analyse how the components of music are used within different styles, and 
how this information can be applied to their practical knowledge of performing and writing music. They learn 
to evaluation musical they and others make to communicate meaning as performers and composers. Students 
will engage with all aspects of popular music and how it influences their development as young musicians. 

  

Key Skills  
• Treble & Bass clef reading 
• Diatonic and harmonic structures 
• Playing guitar as a soloist and as part of an ensemble 
• Singing technique 
• Lyrical structures and design 
• Composing music for a 21st century audience 
• Use of DAW systems 
• Basic recording techniques 
• Effective practice and retention strategies   
 
Topics Studied   
• Popular Music 
 
 

Assessment   
• Analysis of popular music. 
• Guitar and vocal performance. 
• Popular composition.  
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Music – Year 9  SPECIALIST 

 

Subject Overview  
Music exists distinctively in every culture and is a basic expression of human experience. Music has 
the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and encouraging 
students to reach their creative and expressive potential. Skills and techniques developed through 
participation in music learning allow students to manipulate, express and share sound as listeners, 
composers and performers. Music learning has a significant impact on the cognitive, affective, motor, 
social and personal competencies of students.  
  

Year 9 Music Core explores traditional and advanced music skills within a modern context to develop 
student’s musical interpretations, performances and compositions. It is an outstanding foundation 
for students who wish to develop their musicianship skills with the aim of mastering their 
craft. They will develop music literacy and learn how to read larger more complex musical 
compositions. Students will use this knowledge to inform and shape their interpretations to 
demonstrate musicianship in a live performance. There is a freedom of instrument selection in this 
unit that allows students to perform on an instrument of their choosing including voice. The unit of 
study will conclude with students notating and producing a musical composition for multiple 
instruments.    
  

Key Skills  
• Demonstrate an understanding of music concepts and skills  
• Apply literacy skills  
• Organise and apply the musical elements  
• Analyse and interpret music concepts and skills  
• Apply technical skills  
• Develop musicianship though aural, practical and composing applications  
• Compose music to communicate intention 
• Evaluate music, justifying the use of musical elements   
   

Topics Studied   
By the end of Year 9 Music Core students will learn, refine and perform the following:   
• Multi instrument notation.   
• Grade 1 (or 2) AMEB Music Theory   
• Music in a range of forms in styles   
• Technical control, expression and stylistic understanding.   
• Key skills and musicianship on their chosen instrument   
• Composition for multiple instruments  
 

Assessment   
Students are assessed on Performance and Appraising (responding to and reflecting). Students are 
assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Musicology – Score reading  
• Performance – Solo or group using Jazz and Blues techniques  
• Composition – Trio using the roles of rhythm, harmony and melody   
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Music Industries - Year 9 SPECIALIST 

Subject Overview  
Music exists distinctively in every culture and is a basic expression of human experience. Music has 
the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and encouraging 
students to reach their creative and expressive potential. Skills and techniques developed through 
participation in music learning allow students to manipulate, express and share sound as listeners, 
composers and performers. Music learning has a significant impact on the cognitive, affective, motor, 
social and personal competencies of students.  
 Year 9 Music Industry teaches students the fundamentals of being a musician within the 21st century 
soundscape. This unit focuses on modern skills that are accessible, engaging and essential for any 
aspiring musician. Throughout this unit, students will develop music literacy and learn how to 
evaluate concert performances critically. Students will use this knowledge to inform and shape their 
interpretations to perform a popular song using the technique of looping. This unit of 
study concludes with students notating, recording and producing a popular song from start to 
finish. In comparison to Music Core, Music Industry has a greater focus on the practical applications 
of music and as such will include additional performance opportunities for students beyond 
their assessment. Students will have their choice of instrument (including voice) to use for 
their performance and composition assessments.   
  

Key Skills  
• Demonstrate an understanding of music concepts and skills  
• Apply literacy skills  
• Organise and apply the musical elements  
• Analyse and interpret music concepts and skills  
• Apply technical skills  
• Develop musicianship though aural, practical and composing applications  
• Compose music to communicate intention  
• Evaluate music, justifying the use of musical elements  
 

Topics Studied   
By the end of Year 9 Music Industry students will learn, refine and perform the following:  
• Analysis and review of a modern performance  
• Completion of Grade 1 (or 2) AMEB Music Theory 
• Music in a range of forms in styles  
• Technical control, expression and stylistic understanding  
• Live performance with performance technology  
• Engage with professional song writers to develop their own unique style  
• Create a song in a popular style 
  

Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Appraising (responding to and reflecting on artworks). Students 
are assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
• Musicology – Concert Performance Review  
• Performance – Solo or group using performance technology 
• Composition –  Trio using the roles of rhythm, harmony and melody 
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Instrumental Music – All Year Levels SPECIALIST 

Subject Overview  
The overarching purpose of Instrumental Music is to provide students with the opportunity to 
become musicians and experience the expressive qualities of music.  Instrumental Music is built on a 
comprehensive combination of learning styles and experiences through learning to play a Woodwind, 
Brass or Percussion instrument. Students develop increasing confidence and musical sensitivity 
throughout their years of learning as they engage with progressively complex techniques and a 
broadening range of genres and styles of music. As a compatible and complementary curriculum to 
classroom music and music extension programs, Instrumental Music provides an opportunity for 
greater participation in music education for the whole school community as well as enrichment 
experiences for gifted and talented students. The program fosters opportunities for interaction 
between year levels through participation in ensembles and lessons, as well as for cross-linking to 
other areas of the school curriculum.  

  

Key Skills  
• Instrument specific skills and techniques 
• Literacy 
• Numeracy 
• Critical and Creative Thinking 
• Ensemble and team skills 
• Time management 
 

Ensembles   
• Stage Band  
• Concert Band  
• Drumline  
• Percussion Ensemble 
 
Assessment   
Students are assigned a level based on their current skill and are assessed through the instrumental 
curriculum. 
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Visual Arts –Year 8  SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
In Visual Art, students experience and explore the concepts of artists, artworks, the world and audience. 
Students learn in, through and about visual art practices, including the fields of art, craft and design. Students 
develop practical skills and critical thinking, which inform their work as artists and audience. 
  
Students will explore five key design elements (space, shape, composition, focal point and colour), media, 
techniques and processes commonly found in artworks and combine these to create their own artworks in 
relation to their own collective and personal identities. Students will analyse artworks from a variety of time 
periods and cultures and compare how different media techniques and visual language conventions 
communicate diverse meanings. The subject will also involve students in the creative production of 2D, 3D 
artworks individually and in small groups. 
 
Key Skills  
• Conceptualise and develop representations of themes, concepts or subject matter to experiment with 

their developing personal style.  
• Reflect on the styles of artists, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists.  
• Develop and refine techniques and processes to represent ideas and subject matter  
• Plan and design artworks that represent artistic intention.  
• Present ideas for displaying artworks and evaluate displays of artworks  
• Evaluate how representations communicate artistic intentions in artworks  
• Analyse a range of visual artworks from contemporary and past times to explore differing viewpoints  
 
Topics Studied   
Place, Space and Identity 
Place, Space and Identity and will introduce students to a variety of artworks, using visual language 
conventions to make engaging, thought-provoking artworks. 
 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Responding. Students are assessed individually and objectively 
according to the task and criteria.  
• Making Task   
• Short Response Exam  
 

  



Ripley Valley State Secondary College  Page 23 of 59 
 

  
Visual Arts –Year 9  SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview  
Art develops skills and concepts in traditional and new media. Visual Art provides students with 
opportunities to understand and appreciate the role of visual art in past and present traditions and 
cultures, as well as the contributions of contemporary visual artists and their aesthetic, historical and 
cultural influences. Students use their imagination and creativity to innovatively solve problems and 
experiment with visual language and expression.  
  
Through an inquiry learning model, students develop critical and creative thinking skills. They create 
individualised responses and meaning by applying diverse materials, techniques, technologies and 
art processes. In responding to artworks, students employ essential literacy skills to investigate 
artistic expression and critically analyse artworks in diverse contexts.  
 
Key Skills  
• Conceptualise and develop representations of themes, concepts or subject matter to experiment 

with their developing personal style.  
• Reflect on the styles of artists, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists.  
• Develop and refine techniques and processes to represent ideas and subject matter  
• Plan and design artworks that represent artistic intention.  
• Present ideas for displaying artworks and evaluate displays of artworks  
• Evaluate how representations communicate artistic intentions in artworks  
• Analyse a range of visual artworks from contemporary and past times to explore differing 

viewpoints  
 
Topics Studied   
• Visual Representation – students focus on the acquisition of skills and the learning of art making 

techniques with a focus on drawing, painting, printing processes   
• Transformation - students focus on the acquisition of skills and the learning of art making 

techniques with a focus on 3D construction. Students will explore the concept of transformation 
from one state to another, using common objects.  

 
Assessment   
Students are assessed on Making and Responding. Students are assessed individually and objectively 
according to the task and criteria.  
• Making Task   
• Multi modal task  
• Short Response Exam  
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Digital Technologies – Year 7  SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview 
In Year 7 Digital Technologies students identify the key elements of the problems and the factors 
and constraints at play. They design increasingly complex algorithms that allow data to be 
manipulated automatically and explore different ways of showing the relationship between data 
elements to help computation, such as using pivot tables, graphs and clearly defined mark-up or 
rules. They progress from designing the user interface to considering user experience factors such 
as user expertise, accessibility and usability requirements. Students of Year 7 Digital Technologies 
broaden their programming experiences to include general-purpose programming languages and 
incorporate subprograms into their solutions. They predict and evaluate their developed and 
existing solutions, considering time, tasks, data and the safe and sustainable use of information 
systems, and anticipate any risks associated with the use or adoption of such systems. 
 
Key Skills 

• Acquire data from a range of sources and evaluate authenticity, accuracy and timeliness  
• Analyse and visualise data using a range of software to create information  
• Define and decompose real-world problems considering functional requirements and 

economic, environmental, social, technical and usability constraints      
• Design the user experience of a digital system, generating, evaluating and communicating 

alternative designs   
• Design algorithms represented diagrammatically and in English, and trace algorithms to 

predict output for a given input and to identify errors  
• Implement and modify programs with user interfaces  
• Evaluate how student solutions and existing information systems meet the client needs 

 
Topics Studied  
Game design and Robotics 
Students will get a firsthand experience in designing computer games using python coding 
language. They develop skills to work both individually and collaborate in a team to solve problems 
to develop a fully functional computer game. They develop algorithms and codes to control the 
game sprites and robots. 

 
 
Assessment  
Students are assessed on Practical demonstrations of their designed game and codes for the 
robots. Students are assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.  
 
• Video demonstration and web log. 
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Digital Technologies – Year 9  SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview 
Students of Year 9 Digital Technologies develop understanding and skills in computational thinking 
such as precisely and accurately describing problems and the use of modular approaches to 
solutions. Digital technologies will also engage students of year 9 with specialised learning in 
preparation for vocational training or learning in the senior secondary years. Year 9 students in 
digital technologies learn to analyse problems and design, implement and evaluate a range of 
digital solutions, such as artificial intelligence engines and simulations. They learn how to develop 
multilevel abstractions, identify standard elements such as searching and sorting in algorithms, and 
explore the trade-offs between the simplicity of a model and the faithfulness of its representation. 
Year 9 Digital technology students develop modular solutions to complex problems using an object-
oriented programming language where appropriate, and evaluate their solutions and existing 
information systems based on a broad set of criteria including connections to existing policies and 
their enterprise potential. Students progressively become more skilled at identifying the steps 
involved in planning solutions and developing detailed plans that are mindful of risks and 
sustainability requirements.  

 

Key Skills 
• Acquire data from a range of sources and evaluate authenticity, accuracy and timeliness   
• Analyse and visualise data using a range of software to create information   
• Define and decompose real-world problems considering functional requirements and 

economic, environmental, social, technical and usability constraints       
• Design the user experience of a digital system, generating, evaluating and communicating 

alternative designs    
• Design algorithms represented diagrammatically and in English, and trace algorithms to 

predict output for a given input and to identify errors   
• Implement and modify programs with user interfaces   
• Evaluate how student solutions and existing information systems meet the client needs  

 

Topics Studied  
Application design and Drone and Robotics programming - Students will design mobile and 
computer applications using AS3 coding. They develop skills to work both individually and 
collaborate in a team to solve problems to develop a fully functional mobile or computer app. They 
develop algorithms and codes to in designing the mobile apps and controlling drones and robots. 

 

Assessment  
Students are assessed on Practical demonstrations of their designed apps and codes for the drones 
and robots. Students are assessed individually and objectively according to the task and criteria.   

Video demonstration and web log.  



Ripley Valley State Secondary College  Page 27 of 59 
 

  
eSports – Year 9  SPECIALIST 

 
Subject Overview 
 
eSports is a subject that exploits STEM opportunities within the billion-dollar gaming industry. League of 
Legends is a highly competitive, fast-paced action strategy game that allows students to develop a range of 
skills that can position them to be entrepreneurial, business-oriented and digitally literate. The eSports 
subject allows students the opportunity to develop their skills and understanding of eSports, in particular, 
the link between gaming, technology, economics and business concepts by exploring the interactions within 
the global community.  
 
Key Skills 
 
Students will be engaged in the following digital technology skills throughout the Year 9 course: 
• Defining and deconstructing real world problems in terms of functional and non-functional 

requirements 
• Designing user experiences by evaluating alternative designs against criteria including 

functionality, accessibility, usability and aesthetics 
• Evaluating solutions in terms of meeting needs, innovation and sustainability and potential for 

innovation and enterprise 
• Planning and managing digital projects 
 
Topics Studied  
Hardware, Networking and Teamwork – Esports Tournaments: what are they, Hardware 
Components, network security and cyber-safety, Budgets and economic impact, Health and 
wellness 
Gaming as a Professional – Professionalism in the eSports world, Gameplay analysis and strategy, 
Algorithm flowcharts and pseudocode, Databases in Microsoft access, Physical fitness, health eating 
Tournament Design – Deepens understanding of tournament design, Use Adobe Photoshop and 
Spark to make posters and videos, Design and run tournaments, Respect others online 
Character Creation and Animation – Explore Adobe Character Animator for casting, Learn to 
effectively cast live eSports, Learn about data compression in audio and video formats and how 
codecs work, Media training (releases, editorials, promotion etc) 
 
Assessment  
 
Students will compete in eSports competitions and they will undertake a number of projects using their 
knowledge of curriculum 
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IGNITE – Academic Excellence Program – Year 7-9 SPECIALIST 

Subject Overview  
The Ignite Academic Excellence program is a select entry program that challenges students to reach their 
highest academic potential through an innovative curriculum creating a unique pathway from high school to 
university. The individual talents of each student in the program are nurtured by our specialist teachers, 
providing support to a high-level curriculum that encourages students to become leaders in their field of 
interest and ability. 
 
The Academic Excellence program, beginning in Year 7 through to end of year 9, focuses on developing, 
extending and accelerating knowledge acquisition and thinking in the core academic subjects of Maths, English, 
Science and Humanities. Students core knowledge is then culminated in a specialised STEM elective focused 
on project-based learning encompassing creative and critical thinking skills. The Ripley Valley State Secondary 
College Academic Excellence program strives to develop each student as a life-long learner so they develop 
the Key Skills listed below. 
  

Key Skills  
• A knowledgeable person with deep understanding 
• A complete thinking 
• A creative person 
• An active investigator 
• An effective communicator 
• An independent participant 
• A reflective and self-directed learner 
 
 

Topics Studied   
Students entering the Year 7 Academic Excellence program have the unique opportunity of being able to apply 
for a class that will be engaged in an Integrated Learning Program. Integrated learning is a cross-curricula study 
of English, Humanities and Science. Where possible we combine key concepts across these subject areas as to 
promote deep learning through an inquiry-based process that encourages connections between subjects and 
the application of skills in multiple areas. Students will spend each term engaged in a combination of guided 
and self-directed learning in order to understand important problems, identify unique solutions and create 
authentic responses to the problems in a specialised STEM elective, called 'IGNITE'.  
 
Within the STEM elective our specialised teachers have integrated contemporary educational trends, involving 
rich, complex learning experiences that support the development of higher order thinking, collaboration and 
other 21st century skills. This learning environment is responsive to students' needs and interests and well-
suited to extending the learning of highly able students. Also incorporated in these units of study are new and 
emerging technologies along with entrepreneurial education and value creation.  

 
Assessment  
Students will complete English, Maths, Science and Humanities assessments as outlined in each subject area 
within this handbook.  The IGNITE Elective subject will be assessed using a range of models and modes that 
will be communicated families each each term.  
 
For students to maintain their position within the IGNITE Academic Excellence Program, students must receive 
a B or greater across subject areas.  
 
Please view our website for further details and information on how to apply. 
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Futsal/Football Academy – Year 7 SPECIALIST 

Subject Overview  
 
Ripley Valley State Secondary College's vision is to create a world class educational precinct that caters for 
the diverse needs and interests of all our students. As part of our College's commitment to this vision our 
Select Entry Football Excellence Academy has been established to foster and develop the skills, abilities and 
participation of students in this specific sport domain. Students who apply for the football academy are 
students' who currently play football and demonstrate a willingness and ability to further develop and 
enhance their skills.  
 
The football academy commences in year 7 and has a pathway for students from year 7 to 12.  
 
Key Skills  
 
Ripley Valley State Secondary College's Football Excellence Academy runs three (3) lessons per week.  
Additional Training sessions (before and after school) may be required when preparing for upcoming 
competitions both internally and externally. Over the school year students will participate in:  
 

• Futsal and Football skill development 
• Fitness training for both Futsal and Football 
• Strength and Conditioning 
• Stretching, Flexibility and Recovery sessions 
• Theoretical Health and Physical Education Units 
• Participation in district, regional, state and national competitions in both Futsal and Football 

 
 
 
 
 

Topics Studied   
 
Students complete their core and elective subjects as outlined within this handbook. Within their HPE lessons 
students will complete core concepts with a focus on Football and/or Futsal.  
 
  

Assessment   
 
Students involved in the Football Academy will complete all assessments for Core and Elective subjects as 
specified within this handbook.  For students to maintain their position within the Football Academy Effort 
and Behaviour grades need to be above satisfactory.  
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English – Year 7  CORE 

 
Subject Overview 

English in Year 7 will follow the Australian Curriculum, which develops the three interrelated strands of 
Language, Literature and Literacy. Together, the strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, 
understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds 
on concepts, skills and processes developed in previous years through in-depth studies of a variety of texts. 
Students develop their understanding of how texts, including media texts, are influenced by context, purpose 
and audience. Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts, for example 
narratives, essays and proposals. 
 
Key Skills 
• Make presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to 

engage the audience 
• Create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences 
• Select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect different 

viewpoints 
• Explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied meaning 

 
Topics Studied  
Listen Up! 
In this unit students will examine ‘the art of persuasion’. Students will: 
• Make presentations using persuasive language features to engage the audience.  
• Select from a range of topics and plan, rehearse and deliver their speech  
Fantastic Stories 
In this unit students will examine narrative texts, considering their structure, language feature and in particular 
the use of figurative language. Students will:  
• Create literary texts that adapt stylistic features encountered in stimulus texts 
• Plan, draft and publish an imaginative text  
Sing It To Me! 
In this unit students will listen to, read, view, interpret and evaluate a range of texts including poetry and lyrics. 
Students will: 
• Discuss aspects of texts, for example their aesthetic and social value, using relevant and 

appropriate metalanguage  
• Create an informative and persuasive proposal 
From The Director’s Chair 
In this unit students will complete an in-depth study of a film. They will: 
• Create an analytical text that describes and explains directorial choices that position audiences to respond 

in particular ways 
• Select and synthesise evidence to support contentions by interpreting, explaining, analysing and 

evaluating the conventions of a film. 
 
Assessment  

• Persuasive Speech 
• Narrative (seen exam) 
• Proposal 
• Analytical essay  
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English – Year 8  CORE 

 
Subject Overview 
Year 8 will follow the Australian Curriculum for English, which develops the three interrelated strands of 
Language, Literature and Literacy. Together, the strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, 
understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. English will challenge 
students to develop into dynamic communicators who can use language creatively, persuasively and 
analytically. Students will be exposed to a range of literary, media and screen texts that will be relevant to 
their own loves and also challenge them to expand on their world view.  
 
Key Skills 
• Combine ideas, images and language features from other texts, to show how ideas can be expressed in 

new ways. 
• Interpret texts, questioning the reliability of sources of ideas and information 
• Create texts for different purposes, selecting language to influence audience response 
• Explain how language features, images and vocabulary are used to represent different ideas and issues in 

texts. 
 
Topics Studied  
Australia In Stanza’s 
In this unit, will explore Australian identity through poetry. They will  
• Engage with a variety of poems from different historical perspectives including pre-invasion, post invasion, 

federation, and multicultural.  
• Develop their understanding of how poems are influenced by context, purpose and audience. 
• Transform a poem by creating an imaginative vignette that demonstrates their understanding of a 

representation of Australian identity. 
Australia In Film 
In this unit, students will explore the representation of Australian Identity through film, building on their 
understanding of Australian identity. They will:  
• Engage with different film extracts, and complete an in-depth study of one film 
• Evaluate the effectiveness of the film in representing Australian people, geography, values and/or history.  
• Create an informative and persuasive video blog to present their view. 
To Infinity and Beyond 
In this unit, students will explore speculative fiction and the sub-genres it encompasses. Students will: 
• Engage with a range of texts including short stories, novel extracts, film and television extracts. 
• Develop their understanding of how texts are influenced by context, purpose and audience. 
• Consider the value of the speculative fiction genre within the real-world context 
• Create a persuasive column that persuades readers to share their perspective.  
Troublesome Teens 
In this unit, students will create an analytical text that describes and explains the representation of teenagers 
that position audiences to respond in particular ways. They will: 
• Select and synthesise evidence to support contentions by interpreting, explaining, analysing and 

evaluating the authorship of the novel.  
• Present a cohesive and logical arguments that refer to the novel both directly and indirectly. 
Assessment  
• Imaginative Response 
• Expository – Informative/Persuasive multi-modal response 
• Persuasive Response 
• Analytical Response   
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English – Year 9  CORE 

 
Subject Overview 
English in Year 9 will follow the Australian Curriculum, which develops the three interrelated strands of Language, 
Literature and Literacy. Together, the strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills 
in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds on concepts, skills and 
processes developed in previous years through in-depth studies of a variety of texts. In Year 9 students engage 
with a variety of texts for enjoyment. Students develop a critical understanding of the contemporary media and 
the differences between media texts. 
 

Key Skills 
• Evaluate and integrate ideas and information from texts to form their own interpretations  
• Create texts that respond to issues, interpreting and integrating ideas from other texts.  Use the conventions 

of written and spoken English. 
• Select evidence from texts to analyse and explain how language choices and conventions are used to 

influence an audience 
• Analyse the ways that text structures can be manipulated for effect. 
 

Topics Studied  
Friend or Foe? In this unit, students will read and examine a range of texts including memoirs, poetry, short 
stories, film and documentary extracts, and novel extracts.  Students will: 
• Consider abstract, higher order reasoning and intertextual references create complex, challenging and 

unpredictable representations of historical figures both in Australia and globally.  
• plan, draft and edit an historical narrative that positions readers to think about a historical event or figure in a 

particular way. 
Extra! Extra!: In this unit, students will read, view and listen to a variety of news media texts including those taken 
from print, radio, television and digital environments.  Students will: 
• Explore representations of individuals, groups and events, explaining how text structures and language 

features of news media texts affect these representations and position readers/viewers to accept 
stereotypes.  

• Develop a critical understanding of the contemporary media and the differences between media texts.  
• Plan, draft and edit a letter to the editor presenting their opinion about the way’s media is representing 

individuals/groups/events. 
An Inconvenient Truth : In this unit, students listen to, read and interpret a variety of films (documentary) 
including those that put forward different perspectives on a number of issues. They will: 
• Analyse the text structures (visual and auditory) and language devices used in each film to create particular 

effects and meaning, developing their understanding of how texts, are influenced by context, purpose and 
audience.  

• Evaluate the effectiveness or potential harm of a particular film in making a comment on a social issue.   
• Create informative and persuasive texts that present a point of view and advance or illustrate arguments, 

including texts that integrate visual, print and/or audio  
Here and There:  In this unit, students will complete an in-depth study of a novel that focuses on the experiences 
of young people in other countries. Students will: 
• Read and analyse a novel that examines a social or ethical issue/dilemma.  
• Examine how the characters are developed and shaped by the attitudes, values and beliefs of the culture or 

society in which they live.  
• Examine and evaluate how the authors experience shapes the narrative viewpoint, characterisation and plot 

structure. 
• Create an analytical essay that examines a social or ethical issue.  
 
Assessment: Imaginative response | Expository – Informative/persuasive | Multi-modal presentation | 
Analytical Essay 
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Subject Overview 
In Health and Physical Education (HPE), students investigate and use strategies and practices that 
enhance their own and others’ health, wellbeing and safety. Students learn about a range of help-
seeking strategies that support their access to, and evaluation of, health resources. Students will 
acquire movement skills and strategies that enable them to confidently and competently participate 
in a range of physical activities. They will learn to apply and transfer movement skills and concepts in 
a range of physical activities. The Year 7 Health and Physical Education course aligns with the 
Australian Curriculum HPE Learning Area to develop knowledge, understanding and skills within their 
units of study. 
 
Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following health and physical education skills throughout the Year 7 
course. 
• Researching, analysing and evaluating data, information and evidence 
• Drawing conclusions, making decisions, constructing and justifying arguments 
• Synthesising information from a variety of sources and perspectives 
• Creating and performing movement sequences and applying movement concepts 
• Reflecting on learning, applying new understandings and justifying future applications 
• Setting personal goals 
• Working effectively within a group or team 
• Solving problems in a variety of contexts 
 
Topics Studied  
By the end of Year 7, all year 7 HPE students will have completed topics across the following content 
strands: 

• Personal, social and community health 
o Personal Identities and Relationships 
o Food and Nutrition 

• Movement and physical activity 
o Minor and Cultural Games 
o Invasion Games 
o Fitness and physical activity 

 
Assessment  
Year 7 assessment items may include: 

• Project Folio 
• Reflection Journal  
• Supervised written assessment task 
• Practical performance tasks 

  

  
Health and Physical Education – Year 7  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
Health and Physical Education (HPE) provides a foundation for students to learn how to take positive 
action to enhance their own and others’ health and wellbeing. Students will learn about key issues 
affecting the health and wellbeing of young people and their communities. They will learn how to 
use decision making skills to improve health. Students will acquire movement skills and strategies 
that enable them to confidently and competently participate in a range of physical activities. The Year 
8 Health and Physical Education course aligns with the Australian Curriculum HPE Learning Area to 
develop knowledge, understanding and skills within their units of study. 
 
Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following health and physical education skills throughout the Year 8 
course. 
• Researching, analysing and evaluating data, information and evidence 
• Drawing conclusions, making decisions and constructing arguments 
• Synthesising information from a variety of sources and perspectives 
• Proposing, justifying, implementing and monitoring plans or actions to achieve goals 
• Creating and performing movement sequences and applying movement concepts 
• Reflecting on learning, applying new understandings and justifying future applications 
• Setting personal goals 
• Working effectively within a group or team 
• Solving problems in a variety of contexts 
 
Topics Studied  
By the end of Year 8, all year 8 HPE students will have completed topics across the following content 
strands: 

• Personal, social and community health 
o Mental Health and Wellbeing 
o Alcohol and Drugs, Risky behaviours and Decision Making Skills 
o Health promotion strategies 

• Movement and physical activity 
o Invasion Games 
o Challenge/recreational activities 

 
Assessment  
• Magazine Article 
• Synthesis Journal 
• Movement Concepts and refining strategies  
  

  
Health and Physical Education – Year 8  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
Health and Physical Education provides students with the knowledge and skills to critically analyse 
factors that influence their identities, relationships, decisions and behaviours. Students will analyse 
people’s attitudes and beliefs about diversity and the effects this has on community connection and 
well-being. They will evaluate the effects of emotional responses to different situations and access, 
synthesise and apply health information from credible sources to propose and justify responses to 
health situations. Students will apply movement concepts and strategies to new and challenging 
practical activities. They will also identify and apply criteria to make judgments about their own and 
others’ movement performances. Working collaboratively, they will design and apply solutions to 
movement challenges. 
Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following Health and Physical Education Skills throughout the Year 9 
course:  
• researching, analysing and evaluating data, information and evidence 
• drawing conclusions, making decisions, constructing and justifying arguments 
• synthesising information from a variety of sources and perspectives 
• creating and performing movement sequences and applying movement concepts 
• working effectively within a group or team 
• solving problems in a variety of contexts 
Topics Studied  
Being healthy, safe and active: This unit focuses on engaging students in the investigation of how 
their identity is important to them and the impact of identities on themselves and others.  They will 
examine the impact of changes and transitions on relationships and look at help seeking strategies 
to manage risky or potentially risky behaviours. 
Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing: This unit focuses on engaging students in 
the investigation of community health promotion.  Students will learn how to plan, implement and 
critique health strategies to enhance their own and others wellbeing within themselves and the wider 
community.    
Moving our body: This unit focuses on engaging students in the investigation of refining movement 
skills and developing movement concepts and strategies.  Students will be able to provide and apply 
feedback to develop and refine specialised movement skills in a range of game, sport and lifestyle 
activities. 
Understanding movement: This unit focuses on the elements of movement, the importance of 
fitness and physical activity and the cultural significance of physical activity.  Students will engage in 
a variety of different sports, games and other practical activities to develop, sustain or improve their 
own and others’ fitness, health and wellbeing. 
Learning through movement: This unit focuses on engaging students in devising, implementing and 
refining strategies to enhance leadership and collaboration skills when working in groups or teams.  
Students will be able to transfer their learning from previous years to create movement sequences 
in a variety of sport and game situations. 
Assessment  
• Practical assessments in a variety of individual and team sports and activities 
• Research investigations  
• Projects 
• Collection of work 

  
Health and Physical Education – Year 9  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
Health, Sport and Exercise Science involves the study of scientific disciplines related to physical 
activity and sport. Students are introduced to theoretical concepts associated with improving fitness 
and athletic performance. Human anatomy, physiology, psychology and sociology related to 
movement, exercise and sport are explored in detail. Participation in physical activity also offers an 
opportunity for application of theoretical concepts to athletic performance. Sport Science provides 
students who are interested in undertaking any of the Health and Physical Education subject offerings 
in Years 10, Years 11 and 12 with a strong grounding in the theoretical topics and strategies for the 
learning concepts studied during the senior course. 
 
Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following Health and Physical Education Skills throughout the Year 9 
course in health, sport and exercise science:  
• an opportunity to develop positive attitudes towards, and an understanding of, physical fitness   
• knowledge concerning health related issues in society  
•  an opportunity to develop a wide range of motor skills specific to the course  
• an opportunity to develop skills in laboratory testing and report writing  
 
Topics Studied  
Being healthy, safe and active: This unit focuses on engaging students in the sociological factors that 
lead to student participation in sport.  Students will investigate the latest advances in first aid and 
how sports injuries can be prevented and managed. 
Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing: This unit focuses on engaging students in 
the investigation of how we all need to become lifelong learners using exercise and sport as a way to 
keeping ourselves physically and mentally well. 
Moving our body: This unit focuses on engaging students with the understanding of our human 
physiology and the importance of keeping our bodies moving.   
Understanding movement: This unit focuses on the elements of movement, and how our energy 
systems work in a variety of practical situations. 
Learning through movement: This unit focuses on engaging students in a variety of different 
performance analysis techniques to refine our movement patterns to become more mentally and 
physically prepared for participation in many practical situations. 
 
Assessment  
Students are required to regularly submit formative and summative assessment tasks. Summative 
tasks will cover a range of assessment techniques including:  
• Physical performance tasks in a variety of individual and team sports and activities 
• Research investigations  
• Projects 
• Oral presentations 
  

  
Health, Sport and Exercise Science – Year 9  SPECIALIST 
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Subject Overview 
 
Sustainable pasts, present, futures 
The Year 7 curriculum deepens discipline-specific knowledge, understandings and skills with 
opportunities for integration across the sub-strands. Students study ancient societies, how they are 
investigated, using modern technology to understand the past. They also explore the liveability of 
places in relation to diverse people and places, familiar and global, past and present.  
 
Key Skills 

• Cartographic and graphing skills; 
• Analysis and use of sources; 
• Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of primary and secondary sources; 
• Creating and justifying proposals 

 
Topics Studied  
 
Place and Liveability – Geography  
Exploring what makes a place liveable culminating in a case study exploring the liveability of Ipswich 
City. 
 
Ancient Egypt – History  
Understanding the influence, this ancient society played in building the foundations of the modern 
world.  
 
 
Assessment  

• Short Response Exam 
• Geographic Skills Exam 

  

  
Humanities and Social Sciences – Year 7  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
 
Landforms and Landscapes 
‘Landforms and landscapes’ develops students’ understanding of the concept of environment and 
enables them to explore the significance of landscapes to people, including Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples. These distinctive aspects of landforms and landscapes are investigated using 
studies drawn from Australia and throughout the world. 
 
Key Skills 

• Develop geographically significant questions and plan an inquiry using appropriate 
geographical methodologies and concepts 

• Represent data in a range of appropriate forms with and without the use of digital and spatial 
technologies; 

• Represent spatial distribution of different types of geographical phenomena by constructing 
appropriate maps at different scales that conform to cartographic conventions, using spatial 
technologies as appropriate;  

• Apply geographical concepts to draw conclusions based on the analysis of data and 
information collected; 

 
Topics Studied  
 
Landforms and Landscapes 
Students examine the processes that shape individual landforms, the values and meanings placed on 
landforms and landscapes by diverse cultures, hazards associated with landscapes, and management 
of landscapes. 
 
Assessment  

• Investigation 

  

  Humanities  

Geography – Year 8  
CORE 
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Subject Overview 
 
The making of the modern world 
The Year 8 curriculum provides a study of history from the end of the ancient period to the beginning 
of the modern period, c.650– 1750 AD (CE). This was when major civilisations around the world came 
into contact with each other. Social, economic, religious and political beliefs were often challenged 
and significantly changed. It was the period when the modern world began to take shape. 
 
The content provides opportunities to develop historical understanding through key concepts, 
including evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and 
contestability. These concepts will be investigated within the Shogun particular historical context to 
facilitate an understanding of the past and to provide a focus for historical inquiries. 
 
Key Skills 

• Use chronological sequencing to demonstrate the relationship between events and 
developments 

• Identify and locate relevant sources, using ICT and other methods; 
• Analysis and use of sources; 
• Identify the origin, purpose and context of primary and secondary sources; 
• Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of primary and secondary sources; 
• Identify and analyse the perspectives of people from the past; 

 
Topics Studied  
 
Japan under the Shoguns 
In this depth study, students examine how key features of shogunate Japan, including social and 
political structures, land use, trade and foreign contact, developed over a period of time. They 
explore differing explanations regarding the decline of the shogunate and the role of modern, 
Western influences. 
This depth study provides opportunities for students to develop historical understandings particularly 
focused on the key concepts of evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, 
significance and contestability. 
 
Assessment  

• Exam 
  

  Humanities 

History – Year 8  
CORE 
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Subject Overview 

The Australian Curriculum: Economics and Business aims to ensure students develop: enterprising 
behaviours and capabilities that can be transferable into life, work and business opportunities and 
will contribute to the development and prosperity of individuals and society. Students will apply 
reasoning and interpretation skills to economics and business concepts to make informed decisions. 
The economics and business content at this year level involves two strands: economics and business 
knowledge and understanding, and economics and business skills.   

Key Skills 

Questioning and research 
• Develop questions and hypotheses about an economic or business issue or event, and plan 

and conduct an investigation. 
• Gather relevant and reliable data and information from a range of digital, online and print 

sources. 
Interpretation and analysis 
• Analyse data and information in different formats to explain cause-and-effect relationships, 

make predictions and illustrate alternative perspectives.  
Economic reasoning, decision-making and application 
• Generate a range of viable options in response to an economic or business issue or event, 

use cost-benefit analysis and appropriate criteria to recommend and justify a course of action 
and predict the potential consequences of the propose. 

• Apply economics and business knowledge, skills and concepts in familiar, new and 
hypothetical.  

Communication and reflection 
• Present reasoned arguments and evidence-based conclusions in a range of appropriate 

formats using economics and business conventions, language and concepts.  
• Reflect on the intended and unintended consequences of economic and business decisions  

Topics Studied  

The $20 Boss Program 

Students will study entrepreneurship and will create, launch and operate a business venture over the 
course of a term. This includes market research, prototyping, budgeting and marketing. 

Assessment  

Entrepreneurship project with a written proposal, trade fair, presentation and reflection. 

 

 

 

  
Economics and Business – Year 9  CORE 
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 Subject Overview 

The Australian Curriculum: Geography aims to ensure that students develop a sense of wonder, 
curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and environments throughout the world. 
Students learn to think geographically by using the geographical concepts of place and space. 
Students are given the capacity to be competent, critical and creative users of geographical inquiry 
methods and skills. Students will investigate the world’s biomes and the important role they play in 
food production. Students will examine issues within food security and solve problems of 
sustainability. 

Key Skills 

• Develop geographically significant questions and apply appropriate geographical methodologies 
and concepts 

• Represent spatial distribution of geographical phenomena using spatial technologies as 
appropriate 

• Interpret and analyse multi-variable data 
• Apply geographical and economic concepts to synthesise information from various sources  

Topics Studied  

Biomes and Food Security 

Focuses on investigating the role of the biotic environment and its role in food and fibre production. 
This unit examines the biomes of the world, their alteration and significance as a source of food and 
fibre, and the environmental challenges of and constraints on expanding food production in the 
future.  

Geographies of interconnections 

Focuses on investigating how people, through their choices and actions, are connected to places 
throughout the world in a wide variety of ways, and how these connections help to make and change 
places and their environments. This unit examines the interconnections between people and places 
through the products people buy and the effects of their production on the places that make them.  

Assessment  

• Exam 

 

  

  
Geography –Year 9  CORE 
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Subject Overview 

The Australian Curriculum: History aims to ensure that students develop an interest in, and 
enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work. Students will study the history of the 
making of the modern world from 1750 to 1918. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change 
in the ways people lived, worked and thought. It was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the 
colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion of European power. The period culminated in 
World War I, 1914–1918, the ‘war to end all wars.  

Key Skills 

• Use chronological sequencing to demonstrate the relationship between events and 
developments 

• Identify and locate relevant sources, using ICT and other methods 
• Analysis and use of sources 
• Identify the origin, purpose and context of primary and secondary sources 
• Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of primary and secondary sources 
• Identify and analyse the perspectives of people from the past 
 

Topics Studied  

• The Industrial Revolution (1750-1914) 
• The technological innovations that led to the Industrial Revolution. 
• The short and long-term impacts of the Industrial Revolution, including global changes in 

landscape, transport and communication.  
• The Movement of People 

• The influence of the Industrial Revolution on the movement of peoples throughout the 
world, including the transatlantic slave trade and convict transportation 

• The Significance of World War I 
• Students investigate key aspects of World War I and the Australian experience of the war, 

including the nature and significance of the war in world and Australian history 
Assessment  

• Short Response Source Exam 
• Investigation 
 

  
History – Year 9  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
The Australian Curriculum: Languages is designed to enable all students in Australia to learn a 
language in addition to English. The Australian Curriculum: Languages recognises that students bring 
their own linguistic and cultural background to their learning, whether this is English or the target 
language or various combinations of languages. The organisation of the curriculum addresses learner 
background in the target language by providing a number of pathways and entry points of study to 
cater for background language learners, first language learners and second language learners. The 
study of languages enable communication in our increasingly interconnected and interdependent 
world by engaging with the linguistic and cultural diversity of the world and its peoples. 
Languages provide opportunities for students to understand themselves as communicators by 
communicating in the target language and understanding the relationship between language, culture 
and their learning. 
 
Key Skills 

• Translate and interpret short texts such as self-introductions or conversations, noticing and 
explaining aspects that are similar or different in Japanese and English versions 

• Collate and present information in print, digital or online formats about self and peers to 
share with others, and notice own and one another's ways of expressing identity 

• Interact with peers and the teacher to socialise and to exchange information about self, 
personal worlds and immediate environment, and to express feelings, likes and dislikes, using 
appropriate gestures 

• Engage in transactions and collaborative activities that involve planning and making 
arrangements, such as obtaining goods and organising performances 

• Interact in classroom routines and exchanges such as asking and responding to questions, 
requesting help, repetition or permission, following instructions, or giving praise and 
encouragement 

 
Assessment 
Combination response - Students will complete various tasks throughout the term which will be used 
in a student portfolio for the purpose of assessment.  
 
NB: As Japanese is offered as a 12 month program during timetabled electives in Year 7, students who choose to study 
Japanese in Year 7 will only complete 2 Electives rather than the full 4 Elective program.   

 
 
  

  
Japanese (Languages) –Year 7 SPECIALIST 
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Subject Overview 
The Australian Curriculum: Languages is designed to enable all students in Australia to learn a 
language in addition to English. The organisation of the curriculum addresses learner background in 
the target language by providing a number of pathways and entry points of study to cater for 
background language learners, first language learners and second language learners. The study of 
languages enable communication in our increasingly interconnected and interdependent world by 
engaging with the linguistic and cultural diversity of the world and its peoples. 
In year 8, students are encouraged to speak, listen to, read and write Japanese in a range of 
interactions with the teacher and one another. They use modelled and rehearsed language and 
gestures in familiar contexts and begin to use learnt language to express their personal meaning. 
They experiment with sounds and use high-frequency words and expressions, gradually broadening 
their range of vocabulary and language functions. Languages provide opportunities for students to 
understand themselves as communicators by communicating in the target language and 
understanding the relationship between language, culture and their learning. 
 
Key Skills 

• Translate and interpret short texts such as self-introductions or conversations, noticing and 
explaining aspects that are similar or different in Japanese and English versions 

• Collate and present information in print, digital or online formats about self and peers to 
share with others, and notice own and one another's ways of expressing identity 

• Present factual information about aspects of Japanese and Australian lifestyles in spoken, 
written and digital forms. 

• Listen to, read and view texts such as folk stories, video clips and television commercials, 
share reactions and describe aspects such as characters and contexts. 

• Reinterpret or create and perform imaginative texts such as video clips, raps or skits using 
modelled language and supporting resources. 

• Translate and interpret short texts such as self-introductions or conversations, noticing and 
explaining aspects that are similar or different in Japanese and English versions. 

• Create simple bilingual texts and resources such as learning support materials, menus, 
brochures, signs, digital presentations, displays and captions. 

 
Assessment 
Combination response - Students will complete various tasks throughout the term which will be used 
in a student portfolio for the purpose of assessment.  
 

NB: As Japanese is offered as a 12 month program during timetabled electives in Year 8, students who choose to study 
Japanese in Year 8 will only complete 2 Electives rather than the full 4 Elective program.   
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Subject Overview 
 
The Australian Curriculum: Languages is designed to enable all students to engage in learning a 
language in addition to English. The design of the Australian Curriculum: Languages recognises the 
features that languages share as well as the distinctiveness of specific languages. The study of 
languages enable communication in our increasingly interconnected and interdependent world by 
engaging with the linguistic and cultural diversity of the world and its peoples. 
In year 9, students have prior experience of learning Japanese and bring a range of capabilities, 
strategies and knowledge that can be applied to new learning. They will expand the range and nature 
of their learning experiences and of the contexts within which they communicate with others. They 
will have a growing awareness of the wider world, including the diversity of languages, cultures, and 
forms of intercultural communication. They are considering future pathways and prospects, including 
how Japanese may feature in these. 
Students build on their mastery of hiragana and katakana and understand sound variation in the 
pronunciation of borrowed words. They use a greater number of kanji and increasingly apply their 
understanding of known kanji to predict the meaning of unfamiliar words and, explore and produce 
a range of texts associated with different contexts, and analyse information and concepts relevant to 
their social, cultural and communicative interests. 
 
 

Key Skills 
• Initiate and sustain interactions to share experiences, personal opinions, aspirations, 

thoughts and feelings and to discuss aspects of young people's experience. 
• Participate in activities that involve transacting, negotiating, planning and participating in 

events and experiences. 
• Develop classroom language to participate in interactions such as clarifying, apologising, 

showing appreciation, complimenting, and reflecting on their learning experiences. 
• Convey factual information, ideas and opinions using different modes of presentation that 

take account of context, purpose and audience. 
• Listen to, read and view a range of imaginative texts in multimodal formats, such as anime, 

manga or J-pop, describe settings, identify key ideas and events, give opinions and analyse 
cultural content. 

• Create own or shared texts in different modes and formats to inform or entertain others, or 
express ideas, attitudes and perspectives, using imaginary characters, places and experiences. 

 
 
Assessment 
Combination response - Students will complete various tasks throughout the term which will be used 
in a student portfolio for the purpose of assessment.  
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Subject Overview 
Learning mathematics creates opportunities for and provides students with essential mathematical skills and 
knowledge in Number and algebra, Measurement and geometry, and Statistics and probability. The Australian 
Curriculum: Mathematics develops the numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work 
and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and professional applications 
of mathematics are built. 
 

Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following Numeracy Skills throughout the Year 7 Mathematics course. 
• Solve problems involving the comparison, addition and subtraction of integers 
• Make connections between whole numbers and index notation including the relationship between perfect 

squares and square roots 
• Interpret and solve simple linear representations and model authentic information 
• Compare the cost of items to make financial decisions 
• Solve problems involving percentages and all four operations with fractions and decimals 
• Use fractions, decimals and percentages and their equivalences 
• Express one quantity as a fraction/percentage of another 
• Describe different views of three-dimensional objects 
• Assign ordered pairs to given points on the Cartesian plane 
• Represent transformations in the Cartesian plane 
• Solve simple numerical problems involving angles formed by a transversal crossing two parallel lines 
• Use formulas for the area and perimeter of rectangles and calculate volumes of rectangular prisms 
• Classify triangles and quadrilaterals 
• Name the types of angles formed by transversal crossing parallel lines 
• Determine the sample space for simple experiments with equally likely outcomes and assign probabilities 

to those outcomes 
• Identify issues involving the collection of continuous data 
• Calculate mean, mode, median and range for data sets 
• Describe the relationship between the median and mean in data displays 
• Construct stem-and-leaf plots and dot-plots 
 
Topics Studied  
By the end of Year 7, all year 7 mathematic students will have completed topics across the following content 
strands: 

• Number and Algebra 
• Measurement and Geometry 
• Statistics and probability 

 
Assessment  
All Mathematics students will undertake two mandatory types of assessment 

• Supervised written assessment tasks; and 
• Problem-solving and Modelling Tasks. 

  

  
Mathematics – Year 7  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
Learning mathematics creates opportunities for and provides students with essential mathematical skills and 
knowledge in Number and algebra, Measurement and geometry, and Statistics and probability. The Australian 
Curriculum: Mathematics develops the numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work 
and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and professional applications 
of mathematics are built. 
 

Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following Numeracy Skills throughout the Year 8 Mathematics course. 
• Solve everyday problems involving rates, ratios and percentages 
• Recognise index laws and apply them to whole numbers 
• Describe rational and irrational numbers 
• Solve problems involving profit and loss 
• Make connections between expanding and factorising algebraic expressions 
• Use efficient mental and written strategies to carry out the four operations with integers 
• Simplify a variety of algebraic expressions 
• Solve linear equations and graph linear relationships on the Cartesian plane 
• Solve problems relating to the volume of prisms 
• Make sense of time duration in real applications 
• Identify conditions for the congruence of triangles and deduce the properties of quadrilaterals 
• Convert between units of measurement for area and volume 
• Determine perimeter and area of parallelograms, rhombuses and kites 
• Name the features of circles and calculate the areas and circumferences of circles 
• Model authentic situations with two-way tables and Venn diagrams 
• Use appropriate language to describe events and experiments 
• Explain issues related to the collection of data and the effect of outliers on means and medians in that data 
• Determine complementary events and calculate the sum of probabilities 
 
Topics Studied  
By the end of Year 8, all year 8 mathematic students will have completed topics across the following content 
strands: 

• Number and Algebra 
• Measurement and Geometry 
• Statistics and probability 

 
Assessment  
All Mathematics students will undertake two mandatory types of assessment 

• Supervised written assessment tasks; and 
• Problem-solving and Modelling Tasks.  

  
Mathematics – Year 8  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
The Year 9 Mathematics course seeks to support students to develop a solid foundation and knowledge of key 
mathematical concepts and essential numeracy skills.  Learning mathematics creates opportunities for and provides 
students with essential mathematical skills and knowledge in Number and Algebra, Measurement and geometry, 
and Statistics and Probability. The Australian Curriculum: Mathematics develops the numeracy capabilities that all 
students need in their lives, and provides the fundamentals on which mathematical specialties and professional 
applications of mathematics are built. 
 

Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following Numeracy Skills throughout the Year 9 Mathematics course:  
• Solve problems in a variety of simple and complex situations 
• Explore the relationship between graphs and equations  
• Explain similarity of triangles 
• Compare techniques for collecting data 
• Apply the distributive law to the expansion of algebraic expressions 
• Calculate and solve problems involving areas, surface areas and volume of a variety of shapes 
• Calculate relative frequencies to estimate probabilities, list outcomes and assign probabilities for those 

outcomes 
• Construct histograms and back to back stem and leaf plots.  
Topics Studied  
By the end of Year 9, all year 9 mathematic students will have completed topics across the following content 
strands: 

• Number and Algebra 
• Measurement and Geometry 
• Statistics and probability 

 
Assessment  
Students are required to regularly submit formative and summative assessment tasks. Summative tasks will cover 
a range of assessment techniques including:  

•  Supervised written Exams; and 
• Problem-solving and Modelling Tasks. 

  

  
Mathematics – Year 9  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
The Year 7 Science course follows the Australian Curriculum which is studied in all Australian States. 
Science provides students with a way of answering interesting and important questions about the 
biological, physical and technological world. In Year 7, students explore the diversity of life on Earth 
and continue to develop their understanding of the role of classification in ordering and organising 
information. They use and develop models such as food chains, food webs and the water cycle to 
represent and analyse the flow of energy and matter through ecosystems and explore the impact of 
changing components within these systems. They consider the interaction between multiple forces 
when explaining changes in an object’s motion. They explore the notion of renewable and non-
renewable resources and consider how this classification depends on the timescale considered. They 
investigate relationships in the Earth-sun-moon system and use models to predict and explain events. 
Students make accurate measurements and control variables to analyse relationships between 
system components. They explore and explain these relationships through appropriate 
representations and consider the role of science in decision making processes. 
 
Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following Science inquiry skills throughout the Year 7 Science course: 

• Identify questions and problems 
• Make predictions based on scientific knowledge 
• Plan and conduct investigations and fair tests 
• Collect data appropriate to the task 
• Use a range of representations 
• Use digital technologies 
• Summarise data 
• Identify relationships and draw conclusions 
• Evaluate data and identify improvements in methods 
• Evaluate claims 
• Communicate ideas, findings, solutions using scientific language and representations 

 
Topics Studied  
By the end of Year 7, all year 7 science students will have completed topics across the following 
content strands: 

• Biological Science 
• Chemical Science 
• Physical Science 
• Earth and Space 

Assessment  
Year 7 Science assessment may include 

• Research investigations 
• Supervised written assessment 
• Experimental reports 
• Collection of work – written explanations, graphs and tables, reports on short practical 

activities 
  

  
Science – Year 7  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
Science provides students with a way of answering interesting and important questions about the 
biological, physical and technological world. In Year 8, students are introduced to cells as microscopic 
structures that explain macroscopic properties of living systems. They link form and function at a 
cellular level and explore the organisation of body systems in terms of flows of matter between 
interdependent organs. Similarly, they explore changes in matter at a particle level, and distinguish 
between chemical and physical change. They begin to classify different forms of energy, and describe 
the role of energy in causing change in systems, including the role of heat and kinetic energy in the 
rock cycle. Students use experimentation to isolate relationships between components in systems 
and explain these relationships through increasingly complex representations. They make predictions 
and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to support their views while considering other points 
of view. 
 
Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following Science inquiry skills throughout the Year 8 Science course: 

• Identify questions and problems 
• Make predictions based on scientific knowledge 
• Plan and conduct investigations and fair tests 
• Collect data appropriate to the task 
• Use a range of representations 
• Use digital technologies 
• Summarise data 
• Identify relationships and draw conclusions 
• Evaluate data and identify improvements in methods 
• Evaluate claims 
• Communicate ideas, findings, solutions using scientific language and representations 

 
Topics Studied  
Students will be engaged in the following Science topics throughout the Year 8 Science course 

• Biological Science  
• Chemical Science 
• Physical Science 
• Earth and Space Science 

 
Assessment  
Year 8 Science assessment may include 

• Research investigations 
• Supervised written assessment 
• Experimental reports 
• Collection of work – written explanations, graphs and tables, reports on short practical 

activities 
  

  
Science – Year 8  CORE 
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Subject Overview 
Through the Australian Curriculum: Science, students develop a solid foundation of knowledge of the 
Biological, Chemical, Physical, Earth and Space Sciences. They have opportunities to select and 
integrate the scientific knowledge and methods needed to explain and predict phenomena, to apply 
that understanding to new situations and events, and to appreciate the dynamic nature of science 
knowledge. 

Key Skills 
Students will be engaged in the following Science Inquiry Skills throughout the Year 9 Science course:  
• formulate experimental questions and hypotheses 
• use investigation methods including field work and laboratory experimentation 
• use appropriate equipment to systematically and accurately collect and record data 
• analyse patterns and trends in data 
• describe relationships between variables and identify inconsistencies 
• draw conclusions that are consistent with evidence 
• evaluate conclusions 
• identify sources of uncertainty and possible alternative explanations 
• describe ways of improving the quality of data 
• critically analyse the validity of information in primary and secondary sources 
• communicate ideas, findings and solutions using scientific language and representations 

Topics Studied  
• Biological Science - body systems 
• Biological Science - ecology 
• Chemical Science 
• Physical Science 
• Earth and Space Science 

Assessment  
Students are required to regularly submit formative and summative assessment tasks. Summative 
tasks will cover a range of assessment techniques including:  
• Supervised assessments 
• Research investigations  
• Student experiments  
• Collection of work  

  
Science – Year 9  CORE 
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